lie calculates that the sum of four millions and a half has already been sunk in providing asylum accommodation for them. He further considers that these charges go on increasing annually at the rate of 45,000?. per annum. These are arguments having special weight with the class for whom Dr. Arlidge's treatise was written. " In order to a better appreciation of the existing provision for the insane, and its defects, the author lias introduced certain preliminary chapters on the number of the insane, 011 the increase of insanity, 011 the inadequacy of the existing public provision for the insane, and 011 the curability of insanity." (Preface, p. vi.) In the whole range of the subject of lunacy, no 17,412, and in 1S58 to 22, 310 . These figures appear to show a great and a decided increase of the disease, and a cursory examination of them certainly leads to such a conclusion.
But a more rigid inquiry will show that the matter is by no means so easily solved, and the difficulty, as is usually the case, results from a confusion in the terms used, and the want of a clear definition of these renders the portion of the work under consideration less easy of comprehension, 01* at least makes the task of following the argument the more difficult; and since the book is designed for the general reader, thi3 is of the greater importance. The terms, 1, "Increase of the number of patients in asylums;" 2, " Increase of insanity;" and 3, " Increase in the number of the insane," though seeming to signify nearly the same thing, represent different propositions. For example, the first of these, or the increase of the number of patients in asylums, may merely denote the increase of the buildings for the public accommodation of the insane; again, the second, or the increase of insanity, is a totally different question from the third, or increase in the number of the insane, for if fewer cases per cent, died than formerly, and the same number only got well, the number of the insane would be increased, though the number of fresh cases remained stationary. It could not be said under such circumstances that the disease had increased in the frequency, but only that the number of the subjects of the disease had augmented. Dr. Arlidge has not kept these three questions so distinct as we could desire, but with the help of his data we will proceed to give the answer to them separately in our own order. To the first question the statistics already quoted afford a sufficient reply: they show that the number in asylums has decidedly and rapidly increased; and Dr.
Revieios.
[July, Arliclge also is enabled from his investigations to determine the rate of such increase.
He says:
" It therefore appears that the accumulation of insane persons in asylums in ten years between 1843 and 1853 equalled 4898, or viz., seven aged, being 70, 74, 76, 78, 79, 89 , and 82 years; three children of 8, and 10 years, and two adults.
"Again, the facility with which a drunken prostitute finds admission and reaumission is astonishing.
lhe extent to which strongly-marked senility is now made the reason for at mission to the asylum is, I think, unprecedented. 
